
CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1.  Background of Study 

               Language, both written and spoken, is very important to human being. 

People need language for interaction with others in every situation. Through 

language can express felling and represent one’s thought into words both spoken 

and written language. Certain people use different kinds of language for 

transferring their impression about something, especially in written works. The 

purpose is to give special emphasis on the content of their ideas. This different 

language, in semantic study, is called figurative language. 

For another function, language plays an important role in poetry. 

Nowadays, poetry has been a part of life. It is common to be recited; it is a part of 

life style. The meaning of poem can either be explicit or implicit. A lot of poems  

reflect the reality, fact of social life, and experience of the poets. Poets work with 

words, while artists work with a variety of media including paint, ink, paper, 

canvas, clay, and metal.  But both poets and artists offer pictures that reflect their 

responses to images, experiences, people, places, emotions that observed, 

remembered, or imagined (Stamford, 2006 : 1235). Poetry is narrative, which tells 

a story.  It conveys the meaning in ways that are different from those found in 

prose fiction.  Poetry makes a statement, and the reader should be able to  
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paraphrase that statement, realizing however that the paraphrase is not the poem 

itself.  Most poetry has a formal structure that differentiates it from prose.  The 

language of poetry is characterized by a greater intensity than a prose.  It is likely 

to be more metaphorical and connotative.  Discovering and describing meaning in 

a poem seems to be the goal in analyzing poetry.  

Knickerbocker and Reninger (1955: 309) state that as the first step in 

understanding a poem, it is very helpful to make a paraphrase of its plain sense. 

The meaning of each part of the poem helps to determine the meaning of the whole 

poem, and in turn the whole poem helps to determine the meaning of each part.  

According to Wellek and Warren in their book, Theory of Literature (1955: 309), 

the meaning of poem is seldom stated directly, but is carried or revealed by the 

element and structure of the work that usually in the form of figurative.  A work of 

literature must have a meaning, and it cannot avoid having one.  In order to find 

the meaning in the poem, the relationship of the imagery, figures, and symbol must 

be gathered.  But meaning, however well defined and articulated, is never the 

precise equivalent of the poem itself.   

Talking about a poem, it must be realized that the work of the artist cannot 

be separated from the concern on society because the content of literary work is a 

reflection of the real world and its background.  A work such as a poem is 

considered to be the reflection of the poet’s thought, his ways of thinking and  
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perspectives, which he obviously absorbs through social, cultural historical bounds 

with his life within a society.  Thus, biographical approach is needed especially by 

readers to catch the message from the poet.  The biography is giving much 

contribution to a wok of art, such as poetry.  It helps the reader to understand more 

and grasp the true meaning that the author has intended.  According to Wellek and 

Warren in Theory of Literature (1955: 67), biography is a study of the man of 

genius, of his moral, intellectual, and emotional development, which has its own 

intrinsic interest. 

 

1.2.  Problems of Study 

In this study, William Wordsworth’s poem is analyzed. The poem is To the 

Cockoo.  In this poem of Wordsworth is welcoming the spring in the most elegant 

way. He says that when the spring starts, a bird, which he later named as cuckoo 

starts singing in the most rejoicing manner. He says that he is in search of the bird, 

and he is unable to find it. He says that when he was a school boy he used to 

search for this bird all round the clock. He says that the voice of the cuckoo is like 

a mystery. He also says that he hears that pleasure some voice through the woods 

and where ever there is greenery. In the end Wordsworth says that he shall listen to 

this sound while he lays there on the green plains. A deeper understanding about 

this poem is discussed by looking at Wordsworth’s biography. 
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Through highlighting, there are two problems which need to be discussed; 

They are formulated as follows: 

1. What is the message in To the Cuckoo that the poet intended to deliver 

to the readers? 2. How does Wordsworth’s biography help the readers 

to understand the poem? 

1.3.  Aims of Study 

This writing is intended to fulfill three aims: the general, specific, and 

academic aims.  The general aim of this writing is to apply theories related to 

poetry in order to get better understanding of the poems of William Wordsworth 

entitled To the Cuckoo. 

  Meanwhile the specific aim of this writing is to find out the critical 

estimate of the poem and what message the poet wants to convey.  

The last is academic aim, which is to give contribution to English 

Department, so this writing can be used as reference to help the student who takes 

the same topics. 

 

1.4  Scope of Discussion 

 The discussion of this writing focused on aspect of nature in the poem. In 

terms of intrinsic element, this study focused on the poem itself by looking at the 

message within the poems. Extrinsically, this writing concerned with the life of  
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William Wordsworth and his life affected the poem as achieved through 

biographical approach. The last discussion is about the communion of man and 

nature found in To the Cuckoo. 

 

1.5 Research Method 

 A method is a systematic procedure in analyzing an object of research in 

accordance with the approach which is used. The method which is used in this 

study includes the aspect as follows. 

 

 1.5.1 Data Source 

 The data is taken from a poem entitled To the Cuckoo  by William 

Wordsworth (cited by Mukherjee, 2000; 303) which consists of 8 stanzas. 

 

 1.5.2 Method and Technique of Collecting Data  

 The technique that is used in this writing is documentation research. The 

poem, theories, and other related information are collected by using documentation 

research. The poem was read repeatedly and intensively in order to be able to find 

the type of figurative language employed in this poem. 
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 1.5.3 Method and Technique of Analyzing Data 

 The analysis of the poem is related to the theoretical basis in order to be 

able to find the types of figurative language used in the poem and to determine 

their meanings through an interpretation. The analysis of the data is presented 

descriptively. 

 

 

 


